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Welcome to the Kuser Mansion 

Thank you for your interest in visiting one of Hamilton Township’s Historic 

Homes!  This majestic piece of our history celebrates Hamilton’s past, while 

providing you with countless opportunities today and into the future.   

The Kuser Mansion, once a summer home for the Kuser family, is the per-

fect location for guided tours, exhibitions, special presentations and more! 

This historic jewel sits on the remaining 22 acres of the Kuser Family’s origi-

nal 70-acre estate in Hamilton Township, just minutes from major highways. 

The Kusers themselves have a long and interesting history dating back to   

Rudolph Kuser who immigrated to the U.S. from Zurich, Switzerland around 

the early-mid 1800’s.  He and his wife, Rosalie, bought and operated a large 

farm in Hamilton Township, along what is now Kuser Road.  It was across the 

road from this farm that their son, Fred, built a home, which is now the Kuser 

Farm Mansion, as his summer home. 
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The Kuser Mansion 



The Kuser Story 
Compiled by  

Edna Howe Kuser 

from Records and Recollections of 

Fredrick Anthony Kuser  

Rudolph Kuser, son of Henry Kuser, was born in Zurich, Switzerland in 1818. Before 

coming to America, he was an expert mechanical engineer, and after the move, was a 

partner in the firm of Baxter, Kuser and Thompson of Newark, New Jersey. On May 

3rd, 1858, Rudolph married Rosalie Prieth, who was born in Graun, Tyrol, Austria in 

1833. In 1867, Rudolph purchased the Timothy Lord Farm, in Hamilton Township, 

New Jersey on what is now known as Kuser Road. This then became the homestead 

of the Kuser family. Their original homestead is still standing and is now a restaurant 

known as “The Homestead” or more commonly referred to as “Chick & Nello’s”.  

Together, Rudolph and Rosalie had 6 children, 5 sons and 1 daughter. After the 

death of Rudolph in 1891, Rosalie continued to manage the large working farm until 

her death in 1923. Jersey cows, large crops of grain and other produce were raised on 

this grand farm. The farm was so vast that Rosalie would go out and ring a huge bell 

to summon the farm workers to come eat. As tales have come down through genera-

tions of the family, Rosalie was a remarkable woman. One tale tells how Rosalie gave 

birth to one of her children, and on the same day went out to cut the asparagus bed! 

Four of the Kuser children including: Fred Kuser born January 31,1859; Anthony R. 

Kuser &  John L. Kuser (twins) born May 12, 1862; and Rudolph V. Kuser born June 

3, 1865 were born in Newark, New Jersey. The youngest two children Louise Kuser 

born June 28, 1867 & Benedict C. Kuser born February 19, 1870, were born at the 

Homestead on Kuser Road. The sons grew up on the farm and, reaching maturity, 

went out into the worlds of business and development at the end of the 19th century 

and into the 20th century. All of them felt a deep devotion to their mother and faith-

fully returned to the farm, often bringing their friends for lunch. The Kuser home-

stead was noted for its hospitality and many people of the area have recalled the par-

ties of up to 100 people that were welcomed there on summer days. A shooting club 

was on the Kuser Homestead grounds.  



Fred Kuser, the eldest son of Rudolph and Rosalie, married Teresa Doelger, of New 

York City in June of 1884. She was one of eight children born to Peter Doelger, found-

er of the famous Peter Doelger Brewery. Fred and Teresa Kuser made their home at 

441 East 57th Street in New York City. All of their children were born in that home. 

Fred Kuser became a brew-master of the Peter Doelger Brewery. On March 8, 1888, 

Fred Kuser bought the B. Goldy Farm, across the road from his mother’s farm, as the 

site of a country home. The purchase of 70 acres totaled $7,000.00. The home con-

structed on this site is now known as the Kuser Farm Mansion.   

Construction started at once of the chicken houses, windmills, stables for the horses 

and trees were planted. Finally, the excavation and construction of the foundation for 

the house was started. German craftsmen worked tirelessly and meticulously on the 

matched grain quartered oak paneling and the ornately carved fireplaces. Fine ceram-

ic tiles were imported and installed in the fireplaces on the first and second floors of 

the home. The Delft tiles in one of the bedrooms are distinctive in that no two tiles are 

alike. The tile floor in the kitchen is virtually in the same perfect condition today as it 

was immediately after installation.  A caretaker’s apartment was constructed over the 

large coach house. The farm’s first resident caretaker was Christian Mack. The small 

building directly to the rear of the residence is the laundry house for the farm. Water 

was heated over a coal stove in large copper wash tubs.  

On June 11, 1892, the Kusers had their first meal at the “Country Place”. An excerpt 

from the diary of Fred Kuser recalls the day, “I took the family to the country. We all 

left on the 9:30 a.m. train— got to our house 11:30 a.m.. A very fine day. We took our 

first supper in our country house. I drove my team of cubs for the first time. They 

went well. I had a new carriage from Fitzgibbon.” From then on, the family spent the 

summer months there, returning to New York City by Labor Day.  

All of the ten children of Fred and Teresa Kuser were born at their home in New York 

City. These are the children that lived at the Kuser Farm during the summer months 

in the early days: Peter D. Kuser born March 10, 1885; Madeline Kuser born Decem-

ber 11, 1886; Teresa Kuser born February 17, 1888; Loretta Kuser born November 12, 

1889; Marie Louise Kuser born February 26, 1892; Rudolph G. Kuser born September 

17, 1893; Dorothy A. Kuser born February 1, 1895; Frederick A. Kuser born January 

5, 1898; Grace Kuser born October 5, 1900; and Raymond E. Kuser born April 25, 

1907.  



 

Q. When is the Kuser Mansion open? 

A. The Kuser Mansion is open every Saturday and Sunday from the first weekend in 

March through the last weekend in October (except Easter). The mansion closes 

November 1-30 and re-opens December 1st for Christmas Tours. 

Q. What are your hours of operation? 

A. Saturday & Sunday 11-3. Tours are between the hours of 11 & 3 p.m. with the last 

tour starting at 2:15. Tours last approximately 45 minutes to 1 hour. Tours can be 

tailored to your needs.  

Q. What do the tours consist of? 

A. Tours consist of a guided walk through of the main level and second floor of the 3-

story home; complete with information and history on the Kuser family and the 

home. 

Q. How much do tours cost? 

A. Tours of the Kuser Mansion are FREE! Donations are graciously accepted.  

Q. Are there private tours offered? 

A. Yes. Private group and individual tours are available upon request. Please contact 

Program Coordinator to set-up tour.  

Q. Is the Mansion handicapped accessible? 

A. No. The Mansion is not handicapped accessible. Tours on the 1st  and 2nd floor 

require climbing steps.  

Q. Are there public bathroom facilities in the Mansion? 

A. No. There are no public bathroom facilities inside of the Mansion.  

Q. Are there bathroom facilities on the Kuser Farm grounds? 

A. Yes. Bathroom facilities on the Kuser Farm premises are open 7 days a week dur-

ing daylight hours.  

 

 

 



 

Q, Are guests allowed to take pictures inside the Mansion? 

A. Yes! Guests are encouraged to take pictures. 

Q. Are food and drinks allowed inside the Mansion? 

A. No. No eating or drinking is allowed in the mansion. Picnic facilities are available 

on most days.  

Q. Does the Mansion have Air Conditioning? 

A. No. The Mansion does not have air conditioning.  

Q. Is the Mansion heated? 

A. Yes! 

Q. How many rooms are inside the Mansion? 

A. The Mansion has 22 rooms, but only the first and second floors can be viewed. 

Q. Are there other programs at the Mansion throughout the year? 

A. Yes. A variety of special events throughout the year gives families a reason to re-
turn again and again! See website for full updated schedule.  

Q. Are there Christmas tours? 

A. Yes. Christmas tours run from the first weekend of December through mid-

December. See website for full updated schedule.  

Q. Where do I park? 

A. Please park in the two designated parking lots. 

Q. How many entrances are there to get into the park? 

A. Two. One is off of Newkirk Avenue and the other is off of Kuser Road.  

 

Visit our website for further information  

www.hamiltonnj.com/Kuser  



 

 Directions to The Kuser Mansion  
 

 

 

 

From South Jersey: Take 295 North to Exit 62 Olden Avenue North. You will be on            

Arena drive for 0.4 miles. At the 2nd traffic light at the Exxon gas station, you will bear left onto 

Olden Avenue. Go 0.2 miles and bear right onto Newkirk Avenue at Riggin’s gas station. Make sure 

to bear right onto Newkirk and NOT a sharp right onto Patterson Avenue. Stay on Newkirk for 0.4 

miles. Make a right into the Kuser Farm Park/Mansion at the black mailbox. If  you cross Cedar 

Lane, you have gone too far. Please park in designated areas.  

 

From North Jersey:  Take 295 South to exit 63 Trenton/Hamilton. You will be on Nottingham 

Way/33 at the first traffic light ( Intersection of  Nottingham Way/ Klockner Road). Make a left at 

the traffic light onto Klockner Road and stay on Klockner until you reach the next traffic light 

which will meet Hamilton Avenue. Make a right at the light onto Hamilton Avenue ( Nottingham 

High School will be on your right). Take Hamilton Avenue for 0.7 miles, at the 2nd light make a left 

onto Kuser Road. Stay on Kuser Road for 0.4 Miles ( You will see Trenton Catholic Academy on 

your left). At the next traffic light make a left onto Newkirk Avenue and then an immediate left in-

to Kuser Farm Park/Mansion at the black mailbox. Please park in the designated areas.  

 

From Pennsylvania: Take US-1 North (Crossing into New Jersey.)  Take the NJ-33 East/

Market Street Exit toward NJ Transit/South Clinton Avenue/Train Station. Turn Right onto NJ-

33/ Market Street Extension. Continue to follow NJ-33. Turn right onto Chambers Street/County 

Highway-626. Take the 1st left onto County Highway 606/ Hamilton Avenue. From Hamilton Ave-

nue make a right onto Olden Avenue. Proceed 0.7 miles to the 2nd traffic light, and make a left on-

to Cedar Lane. At the next traffic light at the intersection of  Newkirk and Cedar, make a right onto 

Newkirk Avenue and then an immediate left into Kuser Farm Park/Mansion at the black mailbox. 

Please park in the designated areas.  
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